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the existence of evil in humanity. So long as belief in Eve's
wrongdoing in the Garden of Eden lasted, a theory of the
inheritance of Adam's guilt was put forward as a satisfactory
explanation. That theory must now be consigned to oblivion,
as the story on which it rests is obviously folk-lore. No c revolt
of angels/ no theory of a Fall will account for such facts. In the
end all attempts to take from God responsibility for the nature of His
creatures must fail. A Hebrew Psalmist in a flash of insight
recognized this truth : * The lions roaring after their prey do
seek their meat from God/1 I can see no reason to doubt that
the evolutionary process is as clear a revelation of God's creative
activity as we can have. Its apparently non-moral character
must be with His permission. For some unknown reason He
permitted death, disease, struggle, the instincts which have led
to selfishness and lust in man, because He willed the higher
moral, intellectual and emotional development which in man is
such an unexpected outcome of the process/'
God Himself, he emphasizes, cannot resemble His creative
process in being Himself non-moral. Man, with his ethical
sensitiveness and his capability of seeking for ideal goodness,
is God's highest achievement and so a revelation of His nature,
as God is the source of goodness, beauty and truth. And yet, as
we have seen, the raw material of evolution leads alike to
progress and degeneration. Here Dr. Barnes reminds us of the
sternness of much of the teaching of Jesus. God demands obedi-
ence to the purposes of His creation, and this purpose, according
to Jesus, is the growth within us of the Christ-spirit. The law of
evolution decrees that the animal that fails is punished by swift
destruction, so why should the higher animal, man, be exempt ?
But destruction, the extinction or ceasing to be of that which has
1 Psalm civ. 21.
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